Quality control for nucleic acid tests: common ground and special issues.
Traditional clinical laboratory quality control practices are being applied to new technologies for the detection and quantitation of nucleic acids in clinical samples, often with limited knowledge of the probability for clinically significant error detection or for false run rejection of such practices. This article reviews traditional quality control practices, discusses the possibilities for a more rational approach to quality control for nucleic acid tests and suggests some steps that can lead to quality improvement for these tests.